
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – 2018 

A busy year with many changes. First of all the membership of the Parish Council. Mrs Norma Garton left 

us after nearly 20 years of service on the council and we all wish her well. Her experience was invaluable. 

However, we are pleased to say that the Parish Council is now up to strength with the co-option of two 

new members, Cllr Amanda Anderson who lives in Tonwell and Cllr Norman Reid from The Dell.  

The year has seen a considerable increase in the number of planning applications for development mainly 

in Tonwell. Although two have been granted, most of the applications have been considered by East Herts 

Planning to be unacceptable. As part of the East Herts Development Plan, it is proposed that Tonwell be 

being designated a Category 2 village. This means that, in future, a small amount of infill development 

would be permitted. 

The maintenance of leisure facilities is of vital importance to the longer term wellbeing of the parish. Very 

regrettably, despite hard work, the future of the Tonwell Village hall is by no means secure. Also with an 

application being made for the development of the Robin Hood P.H. car park for housing, we have felt it 

important to request that the Robin Hood P.H. be designated an Asset of Community Value. This gives the 

latter some protection.  

The Parish has got involved with many important issues centred in neighbouring parishes. E.g. We have 

strongly opposed the current Bengeo Quarry excavation application. Although the site for the excavation is 

actually in the Parish of Hertford, the increased heavy lorry movements on the fast B158 could cause a 

considerable safety hazard to residents of Crouchfield, Rickneys and Chapmore End.  

The Website is being used to provide residents and others with an up to date picture of the governance of 

the Council. This is now being developed further to include two new and important ‘pages’. 

The ‘Rights of Way’ page shows a map of the parish Rights of Way and lists the 26 footpaths and 

bridleways.  It also gives links and contacts for the Rights of Way in the adjoining parishes so that residents 

can integrate our facilities with those of a much wider area. 

The ‘Gravel and Operations’ page gives the contacts and links for the many activities and operations that 

affect the residents. E.g. Rickney quarry and the Westmill Waste Recycling site. A brief summary update of 

these major items is included in the Parish Council meeting minutes but the website provides the residents 

with a facility to enable them to become more deeply involved.  

The B 158. Over the years there have been numerous accidents, some fatal, at the entrances off this fast 

and heavily used road. The problems of the safety hazards is being worked on by Cllr Edmonds who has set 

up a ‘page’ on Facebook. The latter asks for comments and helps to highlight the need for action to other 

responsible authorities such as Herts County Council Highways and the police.  

Financially the parish has maintained a steady minimum level of reserves. It has had to react to the 

increasing responsibilities given to the council with a small increase in precept. 

I would like to thank Caroline, Neil, Tony, Amanda and Noman for all their work and help. My Special 

thanks to Emma and Angela who have provided such good support during a very challenging year,  

Cllr. M. McMullen 


